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U P D A T E
 PLHS Landscape Project Blooms

By Doug Harvey

One of the PLHS Foundation and Alumni’s most exciting undertakings is the current Beautification and
Site Improvement Project. This large-scale plan will not only address aesthetic improvements to the school’s
Chatsworth frontage, but also make major changes to student accessibility and safety. Committee members Ann
Hix, Camilla Ingram, and Doug Harvey have been working closely with Steve Estrada of Estrada Land Planning
to make these goals a reality.

A portion of the project’s blueprint is
reproduced here to show some of the proposed
features, including:
• A secondary entrance, located at the lunch
court area.
• Widened sidewalks and expanded drop-off
areas.
• A retaining/seat wall, for students waiting
for buses and rides (as well as slope-control).
• A simplified selection of trees and shrubs
for visual unity.
• Improved parking lot access.
• A new irrigation system.

Also in development are two new signs for the
high school. A large monument sign at the main en-
trance to the campus (corner of Chatsworth and Zola)
and a smaller sign at the base of the hill (corner of
Chatsworth and Voltaire).

These modifications, along with current Propo-
sition MM construction will greatly enhance the appear-
ance, practicality, and safety of Point Loma High
School. All members of the PLHSF&AA are united in
their enthusiasm for this important project and the
positive effect it will have on our students and the
community.continued next column

Support the beautification plans
and party - all at the same time!
Attend the PLHSFAA Dinner/
Dance on March 22!  Bid on awe-
some auction items, nosh on  tasty
treats and dance to the Mitigators.
See pp. 4-5 for details!

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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Mike Price

A New Year and a new beginning!  How many of those New Year’s Resolu-
tions have you been able to hang onto to this time?  One I hope that you made and
have been able to continue is your continued support of the Point Loma High
Foundation and Alumni Association.  As we begin a new calendar year, the event
calendar through the spring offers lots of opportunities for involvement in support
of the programs and students of Point Loma High School.

In these pages you will find descriptions of numerous programs, events, and
opportunities that can benefit from your support and involvement.  Whether it is
swinging a golf club, dancing in Portuguese Hall, or helping to plan or coordinate
these or other events, your support is critical.

The mission of the PLHSFAA is to provide support for those programs and events that make Point Loma
High School a unique school.  With the recent downturn in state finances, the school faces a large drop in district
funding which will affect programs for students however, the assistance of each member and friend of the
PLHSFAA becomes even more critical.

The PLHSFAA has contributed more than $700,000 over the course of the last ten years to the programs and
facilities of PLHS.  New student lockers, student scholarships, outdoor lunch furniture, paint, computers, text-
books, artificial turf for Ross Field, audio-visual computer hardware, and many other classroom improvements
have been funded by these contributions.

Now more than ever we need your support in the form of your paid membership, your assistance in one of
the fundraising events, and/or your vocal support in the community for the Foundation and Alumni Association.
It is one of the best investment strategies that you can have—investing in the young people of the now who will
become the citizens of the future.

Thank you for your support and your continued consideration.

Message From the Principal
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2003 - A Look Ahead!
by Ruth Sandven, President

Leaping in to 2003 the Point Loma High
School Foundation and Alumni Association re-
solves to be more active than ever!  Our momentum
is strong and our mission is clear.  As public
schools face huge budget cuts we realize that our
Foundation and Alumni fund raising efforts are
more critical than ever.  We continue to pledge
support to Point Loma High School academic
programs and campus facility so that our high
school students will get the education that will best
prepare them for their future in a place of which
they will remain proud.

Thank you and welcome to our new
PLHSFAA members who joined us through our fall
membership campaign.  It is through membership
and ongoing donations that most of our funds are
raised.  We appreciate our current and long stand-
ing members who included us in their end-of-the-
year gift giving.  It is because of your generosity
that we are able to fund some very exciting pro-
grams, projects and scholarships this year!  If you
know of someone who would like to be a member
of PLHSFAA please contact our office by phone or
email!

In addition to traditional fundraising, like our
fall and spring membership/solicitation campaign,
we also sponsor community events through out the
year to further strengthen the relationship of the
community and the high school.  I hope you had the
pleasure of attending Point Loma Unplugged at
the Correia Junior High School Auditorium last
November!  Point Loma Unplugged is our annual,
amateur talent show that for the second year in a
row, raised $7,000 for the fine and performing arts
at PLHS!  This year was especially fun as we had
performers not only from Point Loma High School,
but also from Dana Middle School and Correia
Junior High School.  Also performing were ex-
tremely talented alumni and community members
as well as VERY talented teachers and administra-
tors from PLHS!

March 22nd brings FLORIBUNDA!  Save the
date for another opportunity to support PLHSFAA
with an evening of music, dancing, desserts, friends
and a fabulous auction!  Come prepared to enjoy
yourself and to bid high on auction items ranging

from art, weekend get-
aways, day sailing, car
washes, gift certificates and
more!  Invite your friends
and send your reservations
in NOW!!  All proceeds
from FLORIBUNDA! will
go towards the landscape
beautification and safety
project in front of PLHS on
Chatsworth Blvd.  Please see
the front page article de-

scribing this project in more detail by Doug Harvey.
Also back by popular demand this April is the

PLHSFAA Annual Golf Tournament.  Coordinated
by our very own PLHSFAA pro, Mike Hix , we will
be looking for foursomes to play in our scramble
tournament.  Contact Mike through the Foundation
office if you would like to play, help coordinate or be
a sponsor.

January is the time of the year when the Board
of Directors for PLHSFAA gets to do what they love
most; distribute money for gifts and grants!  All fall,
grant requests have been pouring in from teachers,
departments, administrators and committee members.
So far we have received over eight thousand dollars
worth of requests from athletics programs, five
thousand dollars of requests for science programs,
grant requests for twelve thousand dollars from the
music program and twenty five hundred dollars in
requests from the library.  In addition to this we have
the landscaping project to support and then our
traditional gifting of college scholarships, Princeton
Review, and Youth in Government.  Each request is
individually considered, alternative funding sources
are explored and every effort is taken to try and meet
all needs.  This is what our work is all about.  You
can see why we need your continual support!

Join our board or one of our committees!
Spring is the time of year when we recruit new board
members for the following school year.  Attend one of
our meetings and see if there is a position you would
like to fill.  Meetings are the first Tuesday of every
month at 7:00 p.m. in room 301 at PLHS.  The
new board will be voted in next June.   Become active
in our school community.  Work with teachers,
administrators, coaches and the parents of your son
or daughter’s friends!  Your involvement will demon-
strate to your student, just how important their
education is.
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Rock the
Night Away!

by Vikki Korporaal

This Spring’s dance auction on March 22 is not to be
missed!  As a highlight, some of the auction items are Condos in

Maui and Mammoth!  Private sailing parties, Padre tickets, Gym memberships,
tennis, car care, brunches, and more!  This is going to be a fun casual affair with snacks,

deserts, no-host bar and dancing to the Mitigators.  Be sure to get your reservation in early
before it sells out.  Look for the invitation on the next page!

Funds raised from the Dinner/Dance will benefit the Beautification and Site Improve-
ment Project described on the front page.

Of course, if you would like to donate an auction item contact Vikki Korporaal at
terifvik@hotmail.com.  See you there!

Cheer  Team Active  and Eager,
Boosters Report

By Linda Weber

Fall semester was an exciting time for the PLHS
cheerleaders, as both JV and Varsity squads cheered for
winning football teams this season!  Varsity cheerleaders
had the honor of cheering at playoff games, as well. JV
and Varsity squads boosted school spirit and wowed the
crowds with their stunt routines at lunchtime pep rallies
and game half-time performances.  The cheerleaders
also roused fans of wrestling, water polo and alumni
basketball.

Eager to support their school, PLHS cheerleaders
took on several service projects.  At the Homecoming
game they roamed the stands to sell “Mile of Bucks”
markers to raise money for PLHSFAA.  At the Pt. Loma
Unplugged talent show in November they greeted and
entertained the arriving audience in the courtyard before
the show.  Over the next two months the cheerleaders
will be gathering items for their “car care” gift baskets
to be auctioned off at PLHSFAA’s Floribunda
Fundraiser in March.

In addition to their full schedule of cheering at
winter sports events, the cheerleaders are spending
many hours preparing for their own competitions.
Competitive cheer, a sport where cheerleaders perform
complicated stunts and dance routines before judges, is

FLOR
IBUN

DA!

offered as an independent club activity at PLHS.  As
such, it does not receive financial support from the
school.  The Cheer Team Boosters oversee competitive
cheer and coordinate fundraising efforts to pay for
coaches, competitions and related expenses.  Booster
fundraisers this fall included solicitation letters to the
community and gift wrapping at Mervyn’s and Target
over winter break.

PLHS JV and Varsity Cheer Team members will
participate in competitions throughout Southern Califor-
nia from January through March.  Their ultimate goal is
to qualify for and compete in USA Spirit Nationals in
Anaheim, as they did last year.  This three-day event
brings together the “best of the west” cheer teams for
the most challenging competitive opportunity in our
region.  (If you saw the movie “Bring It On”, you’ll get
the picture!)

The Cheer Team Boosters organization is open to
parents/guardians of cheerleaders, PLHS alumni, and
interested community members.  Questions may be
directed to Cheer Team Booster president Linda Weber
(619) 226-7726, lindaw@sdhc.org.  Tax deductible
donations to the Cheer Team may be sent to Cheer Team
Boosters at PLHS (payable to PLHSFAA - Cheer Team
Boosters).   The PLHS cheerleaders and the Cheer
Team Boosters extend their  appreciation to the
businesses, friends and family members who have
already sent in contributions.  Thank you!

Visit  the Point Loma High School Foundation & Alumni Association website! www.plhsfaa.com



P O I N T

LOMA HIGH SCHOOL
FOUNDATION & ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Invites you to

Floribunda!

Our annual spring dance fundraiser
Benefiting the Pt Loma High School Landscape Project

Saturday March 22, 2003
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Featuring
Light Snacks   Desserts   Silent Auction and Dancing to the Mitigators

Portuguese SES Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

Point Loma

Attire – Floral

Please RSVP by March 1, 2003 by returning the form below to:
P L H S F & A A
c/o V. Korporaal
3842 Liggett Dr
San Diego 92106
_________________________________________________________________________________

  Will attend (names)
        At $40.00 per guest

  Unable to attend.  Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation
   (Tax ID # 95-3800169)
   Enclosed is my check payable to PLHSF&AA
   Please bill $___________  to Visa___  M/C___

N u m b e r E x p

Signature

5
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Foundation CirclE
Malin Burnham

Pointers

John & Dina Geary             Carol Hildre              Martin & Clara Eder
Berit Nielsen Durler        Jay Timmons

G o l d

The Point Loma High School Foundation and Alumni Association would like to thank the
donors who gave so generously during our fall membership campaign.  To date, we have re-

ceived $13,000.  Deepest thanks to the following for their most recent investment in education:

Jim Wiesler
John & Betty Ponder

J. Alan Goldberg
Janelle Berman
Richard Harsh
Robert Stickel

Betty Carpenter
John Rebelo, Jr.
William Peters

Wilhelmina Reynolds
Nancy Whitcomb

Thomas Fetter
John & Katherine Clark

Barbara Germain
Ruth Sandven

Stephen & Linda Russell
Donald Wozniak

Michael & Marisa Fink
Stephen Thein

Lois Hines
Joe Medina, Jr.

Arlette & Greg Smith
Robert & Joanne Hewitt

Calvin King
Carl Yaeckel
Carl Allen

Lynne Correia
Ronald Young

Margaret Decaro
Janet & Jon Hawes

Steve & Betty Allman
Terri Christianson

Richard & Jeanne Ewing

M a r o o n

Terry Adkinson
Sadanand & Swati Parab

Michael & Elaine Bradbury
Leslie Perlis
Sally Bixler

Stephen Schobelock
Laura & Louis Alexander

Betsy Macalpin
Doris Roland
Patricia Clark

Yvonne Howard
Teresa & Thomas Craig
Lee & Cathleen Edging

Howard Wiggins
Bradley Williams

Ann Seed

Cheryl & Cham Louie
Anthony Crisafi

Erica Porter
Kim Terp

Paula Landale
Bryan Farres

Arthur Fischer, Jr.
Judy Schultz Applbaum

Janell Hall
David & Janet Lamott
Wally & Julie Halliday
Sandee Van Orshoven
David & Beth Zedaker

Jane Kunzi
Kari Nielsen Martone

Elisa & Stephen Cusato
Jane A. Gilbert

Gary Gould
Norma George

Karen Ness
Thomas E. Maze
William J. Oakes
Monette Kelly

Autumn Keltner
Norman Niles

Sam Wurtzbacher
Sophie Kovacevich
John & Susan Wertz

William Callaway
Marian Barry
Jack White

Suzanne Raby
Andrew Rodrigues

Robert Ferver

Marcia Jackson Thaxton
H. Eugene Roberts
George W. Carter

Elise Streicher
Robert Tupper
William Emery
Robert Neiman
Dennis Ellison

Robert Radovich
Doreen Paul
John Cleator

Wilfred Cooper
Carol Zumpf

Bruce Cameron
Judith Maleng

Barbara MacKusick

Hal & Sharie Kaemerle
Clint Roberts

Lillian Crawford
Alan Holmes

Peter Peckham
Margaret Farrell

Manuel Silva
Bruce & Linda Blakley
Carl & Kathy Schulze

John & Bonnie Chalker
Richard & Paula Konoske Graf

Howard Littlefield
Heather Davis Palamountain

Donald Gillman
Jesse & Ellen James
Thomas Truesdale

Gordon Thompson, Jr.
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Fern Gibbs Riley
Jeanne Frohman

Howard & Andrea Justus
Fatima DaSilva Rodrigues

Linda Weber
Alexis Balistrieri

Robert & Nora Dennis
Ed Ramsey

James Bracklow
Carolyn Sperling
Rebecca Gonzalez

Paul & Norma Heeter
Terry Welsh

James & Teresa Harvey
Nicholas Fintzelberg

Lisa McKay
Curtis & Heather Lutz

Martin Conoley
Robert Hembury

Bernice Hollerbach
Richard Arnold
Margaret Shook

Belisario Dimuzio
Jolene Koerner
Nancy Greene

Kevin Ring
Susannah Schlichter Aylesworth

Karla Niederberger
Jonathon Longway

Julia Cromer
Virginia Hammer

Dorothy Rock
Esperanza Morris

Karen Tisdale
Bonnie Brown Wheeler

Carl R. Mohr
Melanie Spickelmier
Mary Jane Caldwell

Matthew Hemmingson
Milton D. Michael

Mary Frances Smith-Reynolds

Sarah Bennett
Virgie Chu

Linda Canon
Jon Roger Sneed
Henrietta Geisler

Fred S. Hage
Jim Hitt

Norman & Astrid Doss
Barbara Hagen
Peggy Strand

Julie Brizendine
James Simmons
Arthur Wallach

Nicholas Fintzelberg
Augustine Hernandez

Ann Silliman
Jeff & Kim Fink

Enriqiue Ortega IV
Allen Litten

Helen Saville
Geri Nielsen
Ned Titlow

Virginia Fournier
Larry & Katherine Willette

Jennifer Andresen
Barry Bunker
Hildy Hammer

Martha Vasquez
Elizabeth Jorgensen

Carol Moore
Joann Austin

William Denton
George Barnes

Mike & Kathryn Evans
Richard McCurdy
William Wallace
Yvonne Posner
Mary Abbey

John & Mary Rickards
Candy McCrobie

Sara Tovar

Brian Thomas
Carol Arnett

George Bergman
Carol Sobke

Frederick Strohte
Rosemarie Silva

Larry Zeiger
Bob Seckington
John Power, Jr.

Barbara Sanfilippo
Jay Skidmore

Cory Southwell Baker
Duane Rainville

Andrew & Kelly Demeyer
Mary Bridge

Curtis & Heather Lutz
Michal & Tim Hawk

Mary Escherich
Michael Lorch

Ewart Thompson
Alesia Alonso
James Kowal
Ingrid Nielsen
Ed Cushman
Sally Brown

Michael & Elaine Bradbury
Andrew Valenzuela

Wallis & Zwanny Erickson
Stephanie Klopfleisch
C. Richard Anthony

Michen Denney
Kathleen Desmond
W. Daniel Larsen

D o n o r s
Michelle Geary

Mary Louise Lilly
Margaret & Stephen Goebel

Alaine Dana

What???
Not a

PLHSFAA
Member Yet?

Point Loma High School Foundation and Alumni
Association Membership Levels

Sustaining $25
Maroon $50

Gold $100
Pointer $250

Foundation Circle $500
Lighthouse $1,000 or more

Please mail your check payable to PLHSFAA to
1220 Rosecrans St., Box 247
San Diego, CA 92101-2674

THANK YOU!

Sustaining Contributors

Membership in Point Loma
High School Foundation and
Alumni Association is your
way of showing support for
your school.  Whether you
are a parent of a student, an
alumni, friend or neighbor of
PLHS, your gift and mem-

bership makes it possible to fund many enhancements
at the school, both in the classrooms and in extra
programs to enhance the education of the Point Loma
High School students.   Your support of Point Loma
High School is greatly appreciated!

The PLHSFAA wishes to thank Elizabeth and the staff at ProtocolUSA
 for their production of the membership solicitation mailing.
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 Alumni News
Pointers Unite!

By Susanne Ballantyne

The classes ending in 3 or 8 will be having their
reunions in 2003.  If you or anyone you know would
like to get involved please contact Susanne Ballantyne
at (days) 858-277-5565 or (eves) 619-222-8631.  We
have not heard from the Classes of 1943, 1948, 1973,
1978 or 1993. The following are in the planning stages:

n Class of 1953 - Weekend of Sept 20th.  Call Jerry
Eggleston at 858-273-5170.

n Class of 1958 - Pete Morrow is the contact. Email
him at 2morrows@cox.net

n Class of 1963 - Weekend of July 25th-27th. Call
Ingrid Nielsen at 858-874-1971 or email
grammygring@aol.com.

n Class of 1968 - Kari Nielsen Martone  would like
help. Email  knielsen@san.rr.com.

n Class of 1983: Contact Wendy Turk-Laver at
619-593-6027 or email  wendylaver@cox.net.

n Class of 1988-Chris Houlihan would like to know
if ’88 would like a 15 yr. reunion. If interested please
email him at hoolidvm@aol.com.

by Susanne Ballantyne

Alumni Directory Update  - Harris Publishing
Company has been hired by PLHSFAA to publish an
alumni directory by mid-year 2004.  In order to make it
as accurate as possible HPC is contacting all alums for
updated information.  We thank you for your coopera-
tion in this effort.  The new directory will be most
helpful to the foundation, for reunions and for those of
you eager to find classmates from  “the good old days at PL.”

PLHSFAA is looking for a Hero!   Many pic-
tures, scrapbooks and other information are
available on the history of PLHS, but we
need a noble soul to
put them all together. 
Think of it as adding to
your own part in
PLHS history! 
Noble souls and
heroes, please call Susanne Ballantyne  at
858-277-5565 (days) or 619-222-8631 (eves).

PLHSFAA     2003
January 7 PLHSFAA Meeting

February 4 PLHSFAA Meeting

March 4 PLHSFAA Meeting
March  15 PLHSFAA Newsletter  Deadline
March 22 Spring Dinner Dance/Auction

April 1 PLHSFAA Meeting
April 28 Golf Tournament
April New Board Member Recruitment
April/May Membership Drive/Direct Solicitation

May 6 PLHSFAA Meeting

June 3 Election of New Board and Officers
June O.B. Street Fair

July New Budget approval and Fundraising Calendar
approved at Board Meeting. New Committees
meet over the summer.

C
A
L
E
N
D
A
R

Golfers to
G a t h e r
for PLHS

Mike Hix is at it again,
organizing another great
golf tournament to benefit
t h e  P L H S F A A .   T h i s
year’s event, organized by
Mike,  Roger  Brenes,  and
Bill  Klees,  wil l  be held on
the afternoon of April 28
at the Riverwalk course in
Mission Valley. To get
involved call  the PLFAA
office at  226-4509. Mark
your calendars!

ababababababab



         IN MEMORIAM
Aubrey Thompson Class of 1933

George Willis Class of 1939

Adelia Thomas Wilcox Class of 1939

Esther Batt Clark Class of 1940

Arnold J. Monise Class of 1941

Joanne Hobbs Gibbings Class of 1948

Calvin Burns Class of 1950

Harold Krinistsky Class of 1950

Bertha Nelson Vered Class of 1950

Suzanne Robinson Yost Class of 1950

Gaylord Purcell (Attended)1951

Betty Eddy Griswold Class of 1951

Richard T. Hilman Class of 1951

Art Billings Class of 1952

Judith Johnson Halbert Class of 1953

Ronald Robertson Class of 1953

Michael P. Hall Class of 1956

Lloyd B. Hartvigsen Class of 1957

Robert P. Blake Class of 1958

William T. Fitzgerald, Jr. Class of 1962

George H. Williams (Attended) 1966

Gary Dean Wick (Attended) 1971

Gary D. Elliot Class of 1980

Dick Otterstad   Teacher

Paul Shank  Teacher
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ESCRIP Nets Big Bucks
for PLHS

by Julie Belsha

Escrip, that effortless fundraiser that brings in
money for the school is humming along, having netted
$35,000 to PLHS since its inception. Since June of this
year, more than $10,00 has been raised - just from
supporters buying the things they normally buy!

Have you registered?  It only takes a minute and it
costs you nothing!  All you have to do is register your
grocery store Club Card, gasoline credit card or other
credit cards that you normally use when you shop.
From then on, every time you use your card, your
purchases are registered and the escrip program sends
the Point Loma Foundation and Alumni Association a
percentage of your purchases every month. You give to
the school without even having to think about it!

Anyone can enroll - grandparents, friends, aunts
and uncles, anyone who shops and wants to contribute to
Point Loma High School.

If you are new to PLHS and your card was
registered with a prior school, please take a moment to
re-register to Point Loma.

There are many ways to register.  Simply pick up
the phone and dial 1-800-592-0942, and give them the
Point Loma High School ID# 138376810.  Or, you can

register and review the entire program,
including participating retailers,

online at
www.escripinc.com.
If you have any
questions or would
like us to register for
you please call
Julie Belsha  at
224-8848.

A BIG thank you to
Mr. Mir Ali

of for his generosity to PLHSFAA
 for offering a reduced price P.O box

for yet another year.
Mail Boxes Etc.

1220 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106

Tel: 619-222-1230
Fax: 619-222-9941
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P L H S F A A
Attention PLHS Fans, now you can walk the talk - - in style!  New
PLHS gear will soon be available through the school website!  Check out
www.plhsfaa.com and invest in some Pointer style.  Expect to find:

C h e c k
t h i s

O U T !

♦   T-shirts - white for $10 or maroon for $15

♦   Sweatshirts - $35 plus shipping

♦   Warm-Up suits – maroon and white with
       lighthouse logo for $75   (jacket and pant
offered in separate sizes)

♦   Collared button-down shirts - natural or
denim long sleeve for $30 or short sleeve for
$29;

♦  Polo shirts - solid maroon for $23 or maroon
with tri-colored collar for $33.

S t y l e !

Point Loma Unplugged
2002 Crackles with Energy

by Kim Jessop

The second annual PLHSFAA-sponsored Point Loma
Unplugged talent show was another resounding success.
Thirty acts ranging from bluegrass to Hawaiian Dance
provided something for everyone.  In the process, $6,300
was raised for support of the arts at Point Loma High.

This year’s theme, “generating our own energy”,
played off a Gilligan’s Island (stranded without any
electricity) theme and Principal Mike Price helped by
pedaling our power source, a stationary bicycle, between
acts.  MC Mike Hix pulled the show together with his
lively banter, and stage manager Sandra Kersulis made
sure that there was little down time between performances.
Tracey and David Smedley coordinated sound and
lighting with help from Correia’s tech advisor Michael
Amoroso.

Many wonderful performers entertained us, but the
highlight(s) of the evening were the PLHS staff in a very
special fashion show (who can ever forget Mr. Richard
and Ms. Hurl dressed as their worst nightmares?)
correographed by Larry Zeiger; and Algebra teacher/
Coach John Gunther singing Rawhide on horseback while
tending to his herd of unruly cattle.

Point Loma is full of hidden talent and Unplugged is

Pointer Football Ends Great Season
  by Thomas Cannady

The  Point Loma varsity football team had a great
season this year. The team made it to the playoff quarter
finals. They showed what they’re made of, making this
year the likely start of many winning seasons.

 

The team gave all the fans many reasons to cheer.
The defense was nothing short of wonderful with many
shutouts. The offense came through in many games by
out-scoring their opponents and looking like the winners
they are. The team embodied pointer pride, showing
what teamwork can accomplish.

 

The Point Loma High School Football Booster
Club is proud to represent the team. We have many
projects on the board that we hope will enhance the
football playing experience. We are working with Coach
Mike Hastings and his great staff to provide upgrades to
the scoreboard and the sound system. We are also in the
process of purchasing a new sled for the team.

 

The Booster Club thanks the players, coaching
staff and the fans for making this year one for the
books. We look forward to supporting the team in the
coming years and to many great seasons like this one.
Good luck next year and keep up the good work!
 

          cont’d. next page
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PLHS Pursues Charter Conversion
By Gene Bier

PLHS is moving forward with a proposal to convert to a charter school.  The state budget crisis will, no doubt,
affect our progress, and conversion, if it does happen, may not take place until the 2004 – 2005 school year.

Charter information and PLHS’s charter documents have been/will be distributed through our PTSA and PLHS
Foundation and Alumni Association, through our cluster schools’ PTAs and Foundations, and via e-mailings among
community members.  PLHS charter conversion information and documents are now posted on our school website:
http://www2.sandi.net/ptloma.  Nothing has yet been set in final form and information sharing with parents and the
community is still in the early stages.

What does charter conversion mean?

If PLHS converts to a charter school, the main change will be that the school will become a partner with its
sponsor district, SDUSD, and will function independently of most district policies and programs. It will be governed by
its own Charter Board.  The PLHS Charter Board will set policies, approve curriculum and courses, oversee and
approve budgets and fiscal policy, and generally return virtually all governance of the school to the school itself.  It will
function within the bounds of state law, but will have flexibility with certain sections of the state Education Code
granted to all charter schools.  If it is granted a charter, PLHS will continue to be a comprehensive high school with a
variety of special programs rather than a specialized school like High Tech High.

The decision to convert a public school to a charter school is made by the tenured teachers and counselors staff.  A
charter proposal supported by 50 percent of this permanent staff can then be submitted to the district’s governing board
for consideration.  More than 90% of the eligible staff signed the PLHS charter petition submitted to the district.  In
addition, surveys of ineligible staff reflect an equally overwhelming support for charter conversion.  The near unanim-
ity of the staff to the charter conversion far exceeds the support achieved for charter conversion of any other public high
school in the state.

Everyone has a role to play and a voice in this process.  The staff members who do the “voting,” still need the
support of the entire PLHS staff, the PTSA, the PLHS Foundation and Alumni Association, the parents of PLHS
students, past, present and future, and the entire Point Loma community.

This is a community school matter, not a citywide one.  We can bring our work to a successful conclusion only by
keeping our conversations, at this time, in the Point Loma Community, not in the media.  We have successfully avoided
the acrimony detailed in the media about our schools and school district leaders during the November electioneering,
and we’d like to keep our focus on our goal: to seek, find and implement an option for PLHS that will best enable the
school to educate our kids.

If you are concerned that you have not heard about our work and progress, please understand that we carefully
considered the when and how of our communication with our staff, the district, the immediate community of current
PLHS students and parents, and the Point Loma community.  Throughout this process, we have shown respect to the
members of the Board of Education and the Superintendent and have kept both informed.

If you have comments, questions or concerns, please direct them to me, the PLHS IGC Charter Committee
Chairman, Gene Bier (ebier@mail.sandi.net or call PLHS (619) 223-3121 ext. 218).

Gene Bier is father of 3 future Pointers; Lead Petitioner, PLHS Charter; PLHS IGC (Site Governance Council)
Charter Committee Chairman; PLHS IGC Member; PLHS Instructional Leadership Council Teacher
Representative, Point Loma Cluster Committee; PLHS Peer Coach/Staff Developer; PLHS BTSA (Beginning
Teacher Support and Assessment) Provider; and PLHS Teacher of the Year for 2001.

committed to bringing the community out to see it!
If you missed all the fun this year you will not

want to miss it again!  There are several ways to be part
of Unplugged next year:

1.  Come join our wacky committee as we set a
theme and make plans for next year’s show.  Contact
Kim at 226-1517 or email plunplugged@hotmail.com.

2.  Watch for audition applications around mid-Septem-
ber if you want to be in the show.   All acts must fill out an
audition reservation form and perform an audition in mid-
October.

3.  Get your tickets early - ticket sales begin around
November 1.

For more information visit the PLHSFAA website.
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P L  F o u n d a t i o n  H e l p s  M a k e  D r e a m s  C o m e  T r u e
Approves Over $25,000 in Grants for School Programs

By Mary Abbey

Over the last 4 months, the PLHSFAA Gifts and Grants Committee has been accepting requests, and at the
Foundation meeting on January 7th, the board voted to fund those programs that set PLHS apart and that needed
our support. More than $25,000 in grantes were approved by the Board.

As in past years, the Foundation will continue to supplement the Princeton Review and the Youth & Govern-
ment program. The PLHS scholarship fund will give financial aid to deserving, college bound seniors, and our
school counselors will be attending an annual conference to keep them up to date. The golf, field hockey, swim and
water polo teams will all be receiving funding, as well as our cheer squad and sailing team (the latter being ranked
#2 in the nation, by the way!).

The science department is excited about getting a new video projector, and the physics department will be able
to participate in the electric car challenge, which was a hit last year. The small gym will have new basketball
boards and rims, and the Industrial Arts class will be able to replace the 50 year old clamps that are no longer
usable. Funds were also dedicated to the landscape project that will beautify the front of our school, and the Fine
Art programs will benefit from the proceeds of the “Unplugged” show.

It is with your financial support that the Foundation
is able to do all these wonderful things. There were other
requests that we were not able to gift at this time, but
with your participation in the upcoming spring fund-
raisers, we are hoping that we can make other wishes
come true.

The Point Loma High School Foundation and
Alumni  Association Board (PLHSFAA)

meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00
p.m. in room 301 at the High School.


