Declaration of Independence Activity:

The Declaration of Independence - What we know. 

· The document is persuasive in tone; it is trying to convince readers to the colonists’ point of view.

· The document cites Enlightenment ideas and ideals. 

· The document describes the type of government that the Revolutionary leaders want: power is based on the "consent of the governed."

· The document also lists colonists' complaints about how the king's government was bad. 

· The document told the world that the colonies in North America are (according to the document) independent.

Read the Declaration of Independence
While you are reading look for the following items:

1. Find evidence of Enlightenment ideas in the declaration. High light in the Document.

2. List the complaints of the Colonists.

3. What reasons do the colonists cite for separating from England? Name 5.

4. Why does Jefferson say the colonists should separate? (See paragraph 4).

5. There are 12 "facts" that Jefferson uses to make his points.  Check them and determine if they are fact or opinion.

6. Why did Jefferson include this line? “And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.” 

Essay Declaration of Independence 

1. Which Enlightenment thinkers do you think had the most influence on the American Revolutionary leaders?  Explain why and use evidence from both the Declaration of Independence and 

2. “The Declaration of Independence has been variously interpreted as 1. a bid for French support, 2. an attempt to swing uncommitted Americans to the revolutionary cause, 3. a statement of universal principles, and 4. an affirmation of the traditional rights as Englishmen.” 
Choose 3 of the above  interpretations and explain how and why this document accurately can be interpreted in that way. (use quotations to support your response)

3. Write a personal Declaration of Independence.  (must do flag also)
· Imagine that you are unhappy with a life where you are controlled by your parents. 

· Write a personal declaration of independence where you:

· Tell the world that you are independent.

· Argue and explain why you deserve to be independent and in control of your own destiny.

· Be persuasive, try and convince the reader to your point of view.

· Explain how you are treated by the people that control you.

· List your complaints against the people who control you.

· Cite and explain your beliefs on how to govern yourself.  (Prove you can be mature and responsible people)

Personal Flag

Flags are symbols of countries.

They represent values and historical issues. 

Red: Represents the Blood of patriots

White: truth, purity

Blue: Loyalty

Stars: Each state

Stripes: Symbolized the original 13 colonies.

· Create a flag that symbolizes your values and ideals.

· What represents your values and ideals?

· Include a paragraph that explains you flag.

