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THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF THE I.R. - POPULATION GROWTH:

Population had begun to grow in the 18th - pace of growth increases in 19th century

Record keeping/census info improves in the 19th century - more accurate data

Explanation for pop growth -

1. Not due to higher birthrates

2. It was due to decline in the death rate

3. Drop in deaths from famines, epidemics, and war

4. Increase in food supply = the Ag. Rev.

Over population in rural areas = landless peasants

THE GREAT HUNGER:

Conditions in Ireland -

1. Population was mainly Catholic peasants

2. Rented landed from absentee British protestant landlords

3. Extreme poverty

4. Potato was at the core of the Irish diet = led to a major pop expansion

The Great Famine 1845-1851

1. Potato crop is struck by blight due to fungus in 1845

2. Over a million people die of starvation or disease

3. Almost 2 million emigrate to the U.S. and Britain

Emigration as safety valve - 

1. Between 1821-1850 about 110,000 people emigrated from Europe

2. Most came from Ireland and Southern Germany

3. Bad harvest/ag crisis led to emigration

4. Another solution to rural poverty was movement to towns and cities

THE GROWTH OF CITIES:

1. Dramatic growth of cities in first half of 19th century

2. Due to industrialization

3. Cities were places for manufacturing and industry

4. Factories were located in cities because they provided access to transportation and unemployed workers

URBAN CONDITIONS IN THE EARLY INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION:

1. Conditions in cities were miserable

2. The growth of urban pop made conditions worse

3. City authorities felt no responsibility/or didn’t know how to deal with the problems

4. Wealthy and middle class escaped the problems by living in the suburbs/or in the outer ring

Problems in the towns and cities -

1. Overcrowded

2. Unsanitary = high death rates

3. Adulteration of food

4. Prostitution, crime, and sexual immorality

URBAN REFORMERS:

Edwin Chadwick - 

1. worked to eliminate poverty and filth in urban centers

2. Investigated/studied conditions of the working class

3. Report on the Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain in 1842

4. Advocated a system of modern sanitary reforms = efficient sewers







supply of clean piped water

Public Health Act of 1848 = created the National Board of Health which formed local health boards/committees that established modern sanitary systems

Fear of cholera = a deadly disease that broke out and spread in crowded unsanitary cities - this pushed middle class citizens to support new public health measures


