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Debate Hobbes vs. Enlightenment Thinkers

What would Hobbes say about government?

What would idealist from the Enlightenment argue against him?

Enlightenment Activity

1.  The Enlightenment: 1550-1789

As the printing press spread ancient ideas about government and art, etc, a new age of thought began.   In this period great thinkers and Philosophers began to adjust their ideas about how a government should be run, they found that just like science, traditional beliefs (Especially Catholic Religion) were not necessarily correct.  The motto for the period was  “Dare to know.” 

The Enlightenment was a period in European History where ideas developed by the Greeks and the Romans were improved upon and extended.  Ideas about Democracy and representative government were spread among the middle class.  

In this time period people lawyers, doctors, business people, small land owners, merchants and artisans listened to the ideas of the new thinkers and felt that they deserved more say in government.   They didn't want the King or the monarchy to have total or Absolute Power.
1. Leaders of the New Movement:  

(1. Make a poster listing their birth and death dates

(2.  and countries they were from.)

· Thomas Hobbes

· John Locke

· Montesquieu

· Voltaire

· Rousseau

2. Thomas Hobbes

· Believed that absolute monarchy was the best form of government.  

· He believed that violence and disorder came naturally to human beings and that without Absolute Government then chaos would develop.

· Book was called Leviathan without Absolute government life would be 

"nasty, brutish, and short."

· Believed that people should form a contract to live obediently under a ruler who would protect them and keep order.

People do not have the right to rebel against their government no matter how unjust it was.

3. John Locke

· Like the scientist of his time he believed in natural law. Or the idea that there were laws of nature that applied to humans.  

· Believed that government was based on a contract and that it was necessary to establish order.

· He believed that people are naturally reasonable and moral, and that they have natural rights to life, liberty and property.

· He believed that these rights should always exist and if a government does not protect these rights then the contract between the people and the government is broken and the people have a right to rebel.

· The Social Contract:  idea that the people and their government have a contract.  Each gives something in exchange for something.   

· People give allegiance and loyalty. --( Government gives rights, order, and justice.

· American Revolutionaries used these ideas.

4. Montesquieu

· Wrote a book The Spirit of the Laws, 

· Promoted the idea of a government that separated powers. 

Executive Branch: to enforce the laws

Legislative Branch: to make the laws

Judicial Branch: to interpret the laws, or make sure they are fair.

· Thought that individual rights should be protected.

5. Voltaire

French Author and thinker.

· Believed in religious freedom and freedom of speech.

· "I disapprove of what you say but I will defend to the death your right to say it."

"It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong."

                              Voltaire (1694-1778)

"Man is free at the moment he wishes to be."

                              Voltaire
6. Rousseau 

French Author and thinker.

· Believed that the power to rule belonged to the people, and governments should receive their authority from the people.

· Believed that people had the right to rise up against their government and carry out needed changes. 

"Man is born free and everywhere he is in chains."

                              Jean-Jacques Rousseau

7. Debate Between Hobbes and Locke.

Hobbes:  

· Believed that absolute monarchy was the best form of government.  

· He believed that violence and disorder came naturally to human beings and that without Absolute Government then chaos would develop.

· Book was called Leviathan without Absolute government life would be 

"nasty, brutish, and short."

· Believed that people should form a contract to live obediently under a ruler who would protect them and keep order.

· People do not have the right to rebel against their government no matter how unjust it was.

Locke:  

· Like the scientist of his time he believed in natural law. Or the idea that there were laws of nature that applied to humans.  

· Believed that government was based on a contract and that it was necessary to establish order.

· He believed that people are naturally reasonable and moral, and that they have natural rights to life, liberty and property.

· He believed that these rights should always exist and if a government does not protect these rights then the contract between the people and the government is broken and the people have a right to rebel.

· The Social Contract: idea that the people and their government have a contract.  Each gives something in exchange for something.   

· People give allegiance and loyalty. --( Government gives rights, order, and justice.

· American Revolutionaries used these ideas.

American Revolution Study Guide

1. Why did people in the American colonies decide to separate from the rule of Great Britain?
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French and Indian War

Colonists Pay

Colonists Could Not Move West

2. Who were the leaders of the movement for independence and the subsequent new government? 

3. What segment of society did they represent?

Colonial leaders: (See Chart)

4. Why did the Americans win?

5. Why did the Americans choose a Republican form of government?

The Articles of Confederation

United States Constitution

Checks and balances

Federal system

The Bill of Rights
6. Why is the American Revolution important?
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World History

American Revolution Chapter 17 Sec 3

The American Revolution was a major development in the spread of Democratic ideas.  When American colonial leaders formed a Republic with a written constitution and written guarantee of Rights, the world took notice.  Not since the Romans had there been such a dramatic plan for government.  

The Constitution of the United States of America set the precedent for many subsequent governments throughout the world.  

When students begin to study the American Revolution they must think of some essential questions:

1. Why did people in the American colonies decide to separate from the rule of Great Britain?

2. Who were the leaders of the movement for independence and the subsequent new government?

3. What segment of society did they represent?

4. Why did the Americans win?

5. Why did the Americans choose a Republican form of government?

6. Why is the American Revolution important?
1.  Why did people in the American colonies decide to separate from the rule of Great Britain?

Salutary Neglect

Life in the 13 colonies was good for many colonists.  There was freedom to build, own land, and open businesses.  The British government allowed the colonist to make their own governments, their own volunteer armies, and didn't enforce trade laws very strongly.  From 1680's to 1763 the colonists were basically free to do as they pleased.  

French and Indian War

The British were not the only European powers to have colonies in North America.  Spain had control of Mexico, much of the Caribbean, and most of South America.  France controlled Canada and Land in the midsection of the United States.  

Tension between France and the Great Britain over other colonies (India) led to a war that was also fought in North America.  American Colonists fought in this war against the French.  The French were friends with the Indians of North America because the French were mostly fur trappers and traders, they did not take over the land and build farms like British settlers.  The French were cooperating with the Indians unlike the British, who were killing Indians and pushing them off their land.

The war ended with a British victory and after 1763 Great Britain included the 13 colonies and Canada.  The British however, needed to pay for the war and decided to have the colonist pay for the war.

Colonists Pay

The colonists who were prospering and trading large quantities of goods, without paying taxes, were now required to pay taxes to the British Government.  The Tea Tax, Stamp Tax, and Import/Export Taxes were all imposed and enforced.

Colonists Could Not Move West

The British also decided that they did not want to fight the Indians anymore and told the colonists that they were not allowed to move west anymore.  Colonies at that time had only had spread to the Eastern edge of the Appalachian Mountains.

2.    Who were the leaders of the movement for independence and the subsequent new government?

3.   What segment of society did they represent?

Colonists Don't Like The New Rules and Controls

Colonial leaders: 

· Lawyers - John Adams, Thomas Jefferson

· Land Owners - large plantation owners-

· Merchants - large traders of goods into and out of the colonies

· Artisans- craftsmen who used raw materials, made products and sent them out of the colonies 

· Farmers- small family farmers who wanted to go west

· Real Estate Speculators- essaors who planned future cities and plots of land.  They bought land in the West cheap before settlers came and then sold the land at high prices. 

All lost money, had to pay more for goods, and didn't like the new limitations.  They began to complain to their local governments.  Each colony had legislative assemblies.

	Leaders
	Real Estate Speculators
	Lawyers
	Land Owners
	Merchants
	Artisans
	Farmers

	John Adams
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	George Washington
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Colonist Complain

The colonists led by these wealthy business people, complained that they were part of the British Empire and therefore, entitled to the rights as British citizens.  The right to representation.  Using the concepts of the Enlightenment- Locke (Social Contract) Rousseau (The power of government comes from the people) they felt that they had the right to rebel.  The colonists prepared for war as the British said no to their requests.

4.  Why did the Americans win?

The British began the war by trying to arrest Colonial leaders.  Colonists threw together a limited army and fought back.  The war looked hopeless for the Colonists.  They didn't have supplies, trained soldiers, or good leadership.  But they didn't give up.  When the Colonists created a Declaration of Independence France took notice and began to aide the Americans.  Luckily, the British Government grew tired of the war.  It was costing too much money, and some major military defeats led the British to conclude that the war was not worth the price of continuing.  

5.  Why did the Americans choose a Republican form of government?

The Americans set up a government (The Articles of Confederation) that offered each state (they weren't called colonies anymore) freedom to make its own laws, money, treaties, and defense.  This first government didn't work well it had problems.  Couldn't collect Taxes, pay debts, or build an army.  

The now independent states were afraid that a strong government would try to control citizens too much, so they developed the weak confederation government.

Soon they found that the Confederation system did not work.

They then formed a convention and created the United States Constitution.

The Constitution created a Republic- where citizens voted for representatives to make decisions for them.  The founding fathers were students of the Enlightenment and Roman history.  Using the ideas of Montesquieu they created a system of checks and balances separate executive, judicial, and legislative bodies, so no part of government was too powerful. 

Federal system:  One government for all of the states combined and one government for each individual state.   

They also wanted to protect the rights of the individual.  All citizens of the country- had rights that the government could not violate.  The Bill of Rights.
6.  Why is the American Revolution important?

The American Revolution is important because it set a great example how a democratic government could be created.  With the ideas of the Enlightenment spreading throughout Europe and the New World.  Wealthy leaders learned of them and asked the question "Why can't we be in charge of our own government?"  Why do we need a King with Absolute power?" The American example gave hope to other colonial people.  France, South America, Mexico, and later, Asian colonial people, would copy the American Constitution.  
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