Chapter 32:

The Crisis of Authority

The AP instructional strategies discussed below for Chapter 32 of American

History: A Survey focus especially, but not exclusively, on the following themes developed by the AP U.S. History Development Committee: American Diversity, American Identity, Culture, Demographic Changes, Economic Transformations, Environment, Globalization, Politics and Citizenship, Reform, and War and Diplomacy. This chapter, as well as the primary documents selected below, follow the content guidelines suggested for the thirty-first and thirty-second units in the AP Topic Outline ( Kennedy’s New Frontier; Johnson’s Great Society and Nixon. 
Top-Ten Analytical Journal.  

Defining the chapter terms in their journals will help students better understand:

· The reasons for the rise of the New Left and the counterculture.

· The civil rights efforts of American Indians and Hispanics.

· The meaning of the New Feminism.

· The Nixon-Kissinger policy for terminating the Vietnam War, and the subsequent Paris peace settlement.

· The changes in American foreign policy necessitated by the new multipolar perception of the world.

· The ways in which the Supreme Court during the Nixon presidency adopted a more conservative posture.

· The reasons for the decline in the American economy in the early 1970s and President Nixon's reaction to the decline.

· The significance of Watergate as an indication of the abuse of executive power.
Each of the terms below contributes to a comprehensive understanding of “The Crisis of Authority.”  As your students define these terms, encourage them to demonstrate why each person, event, concept, or issue is important to a thorough understanding of this chapter.
New Left

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)

Free Speech Movement

Weathermen

Antiwar rallies

Anti-draft movement

Counterculture

Woodstock

Termination

Assimilation

National Congress of American Indians (NCAI)

American Indian Movement (AIM)

Indian Civil Rights Act o f 1968

Wounded Knee Occupation of 1973

Marielitos

Chicanos

Cesar Chavez

United Farm Workers (UFW)

Cultural pluralism

Stonewall Riot

Gay Liberation Movement

New Feminism

National Organization for Women (NOW)

Equal Rights Amendment

Roe v. Wade

Environmentalism

Rachel Carson

Ecology

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Vietnamization

Henry Kissinger

Kent State

My Lai Massacre

“Peace with honor”

Fall of Saigon

Multipolar world

SALT I

Nixon Doctrine

Salvador Allende

Six-Day War

Arab Oil Embargo

Bakke v. Board of Regents of California

Election of 1972

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Deindustrialization

Watergate

United States v. Richard Nixon

Getting students started on their journals.  Remind students that they must analyze and synthesize their understanding of these terms in two ways:

· by creating “Top-Ten” lists of their own within their journals at the end of each chapter; and

· by justifying in their journal why their terms are essential to an understanding of  “The Crisis of Authority.”

Journal entry example.  Following is an example of how students might describe “Environmentalism” and its importance to an overall understanding of “The Crisis of Authority.”

Environmentalism.  This new movement arose in the 1970s as a reaction to the environmental degradation of the late 20th century, the influence of the growing science of ecology, and the belief that Americans must reject the modern, industrial, consumer society and return to a more natural existence.  The goals of environmentalists are to preserve nature and to educate people around the globe about protecting the natural world.

Free-Response Questions.  
1. Assess the validity Dr. Binkley’s statement that “much of the controversy and division in the 1970s was a product of the Nixon presidency itself.”

Some things to look for in the student response.  

· Possible thesis statement:  Although Nixon was a dynamic leader who proposed some important changes in domestic policy and enacted crucial new foreign policies, he was also a secretive, devious, and insecure man.  Ultimately, Nixon’s personality flaws shaped his presidency more than his proposed changes in domestic policy.

· Successes in foreign policy.  Nixon made important overtures to Communist China and forged the new détente with the Soviet Union.

· Controversies and divisions due to his personality.  The Watergate scandal was the worst in American history.
· Possible conclusion:  Nixon’s personality shortcomings led him to make some poor decisions ( decisions that not only led to the worst political scandal in American history, but also damaged the faith of the American people in their leaders and their government. 

2.
Analyze the origins, goals, accomplishments, and failures of the New Left in the 1960s and early1970s.

Some things to look for in the student response.

· Possible thesis statement:  The New Left ( a large group of men and women who had lost faith in the nation’s leaders and government and challenged the existing political system ( consisted largely of young white college and university students.
· Origins.  The New Left grew out of the disillusionment many Americans felt about the leaders and governmental policies of the 1960s and early 1970s.  Members came from several different sources:  children of the families of the Old Left who had been critical of American society and politics in the 1930s and 1940s, followers of many of the important social critics of the 1950s and 1960s, believers in Marxist and other revolutionary theories, and participants in the civil rights movement.
· Goals.  The first group to articulate the goals of the New Left was the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).  They hoped to build a political world and to mobilize the poor and working classes for political involvement and action.  Berkeley’s Free Speech Movement (FSM) advocates sought the right for college and university students to pass out literature, recruit volunteers, and become involved in off-campus political activities.  Large coalitions of New Left students on the nation’s campuses sought to end the draft and bring the war in Vietnam to an end.
· Accomplishments.  One of the major accomplishments was the radicalization of many of the nation’s college and university students, some of whom organized and operated the SDS, the FSM, and various antiwar activities.  Each of the activities these groups sponsored focused the public’s attention on political problems.  Additionally, their actions had long-term effects on colleges and universities where free speech became the rule, students on campus were allowed to discuss and take part in off-campus politics, and peaceful protests and antiwar activities became accepted campus actions.  The antiwar demonstrations that began on these campuses and then spread to huge antiwar rallies in the nation’s largest cities accomplished a great deal toward thrusting the war into the center of the nation’s politics and bringing the war in Vietnam to an end.
· Failures.   The biggest failures of the New Left were its inability to keep the movement free from the taint of militant fringe groups and its failure to control its image in mainstream America.  As the Seventies unfolded, a small group of militants left SDS and formed the Weathermen ( a violent group that was responsible for many bombings.  While the Weathermen disassociated themselves from the New Left, the American public tended to lump all such groups together into one radical, violent, chaotic category that alienated mainstream Americans and kept them from supporting any of the New Left’s goals and activities.  
· Possible conclusion:  The New Left, in retrospect, achieved a great deal.  First, it focused the nation’s attention on the war and helped mobilize the antiwar movement that eventually contributed to an end to the war.  Second, it forced campus administrators and faculty to recognize the political interests and power of college and university students, and to allow free speech on campuses across the nation.  Third, it changed the way Americans looked at college and university students.  No longer would they be passive recipients of their education, but rather active participants in the university’s structure and educational agenda.
3.
Analyze the grievances, goals, and accomplishments of four groups who fought for their civil rights during the 1970s:  Native Americans, Hispanic Americans, women, and gays and lesbians.

Some things to look for in the student response.

· Possible thesis statement: Several groups of Americans who had many grievances about their political, social, and economic lives were encouraged by the successes of the African-American civil rights activists in the 1960s.  Consequently, by the late 1970s, many Native Americans, Hispanic Americans, women, and gays and lesbians began demanding that their grievances be addressed.

· Native Americans.  Grievances among the Native American population were grounded in U.S. history and manifested in their lives by the 1970s:  inequality, poverty, low life expectancy and poor health, joblessness and unemployment, inadequate education, and high suicide rates.  Out of these grievances grew an Indian civil rights movement to seek equality, defend tribal autonomy, and publicize their grievances.  In the late 1960s, several activists established a more militant group, the American Indian Movement, to promote Indian nationalism and intertribal unity.  Accomplishments included an improvement in the way popular culture depicted Indians in films and on television; passage of the Indian Civil Rights Act in 1968 granting Indians many of the protections in the Bill of Rights; and achieving greater legal rights and protections through a series of U.S. Supreme Court decisions.

· Hispanic Americans.  Grievances among the fastest-growing ethnic group in the U.S. were also historical: social and economic discrimination; poor education; low-paying jobs with no benefits or security; and little access to avenues for political change.  Among the goals of Hispanic activists were to mobilize political power at the polls, organize farm workers, and create bilingual educational programs in schools serving Hispanic youth.  Accomplishments included the organization of several political organizations like La Raza Unida; the creation of the powerful United Farm Workers under the leadership of Cesar Chavez; the instigation of successful nationwide boycotts of grapes and lettuce; and the U.S. Supreme Court decision confirming the right of non-English speaking students to schooling in their native language.

· Women.  Gender discrimination against women was deeply embedded in America’s political, social, and economic history.  By the 1970s, women had made some important inroads ( especially in terms of voting ( but many grievances persisted: discrimination in the workplace and in the political arena; suffocating lives in the suburbs; little freedom of choice about their social, economic, and political lives; limited educational opportunities; and less pay than men for equal work. Organized groups like the National Organization for Women (NOW) fought for equal opportunities and freedom of choice for women and called for “a fully equal partnership of the sexes.”  The accomplishments of the 1970s were considerable:  extending U.S. government’s affirmative action guidelines to women; opening all-male institutions to women; appointing, nominating and electing women to public office; adding women’s studies programs to campuses across the nation; increasing competitive opportunities for women in professional athletics; and ensuring the constitutional right to privacy in the decision to have an abortion via the Roe v. Wade U.S. Supreme Court case.

· Gays and Lesbians.  Grievances among the most recent liberation movement in U.S. history were first openly expressed in the late 1960s and early 1970s:  sexual harassment by police in gay bars, assaults and humiliations in public places, widespread social and economic discrimination and prejudice, and societal belief that homosexuality was immoral, “aberrant” behavior.  Among the early goals of gay activists was to help homosexuals across the nation to openly and unapologetically “come out,” to demand societal recognition that gay relationships were as important and worthy of respect as heterosexual relationships, and by the early 1980s, to educate the American public about the dangers of AIDS and lobby for federal support of AIDS research efforts.  Accomplishments for this group were less far-reaching during this era.  It was not until the 1990s that gays and lesbians made the following advances:  the election of openly gay people to public office, the creation of gay and lesbian studies programs on university campuses, and the enacting of some laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

· Possible conclusion: In many ways, each of these groups of Americans created movements designed to liberate them from the discrimination and prejudice that historically affected their daily lives.  During the 1970s, each group made some important progress and some very real gains.  Like the African-American civil rights activists, however, these achievements were only a beginning.  As each group entered the 21st century, some of their goals had not yet been met and the battle for true social, economic, and political equality was still being waged.  
Historians, Historical Detection, and Primary Documents.
The following primary documents and suggested assignments will give your students a more thorough, first-hand knowledge of the turmoil encountered during the 1970s when the U.S. dealt with “The Crisis of Authority.”
1.
Have your students read two key statements by Richard Nixon ( “Nixon’s Statement on Watergate” of August 15, 1973 (Primary Source Investigator Document ) and his “National Address” resignation speech of August 8, 1974 (Primary Source Investigator Document). Have them answer the following about the first document:  How does Nixon try to convince Americans that he had no knowledge of the Watergate break-in?  Were you convinced by his efforts to exonerate himself?  Then, have students answer the following about Nixon’s resignation address:  Why does Nixon say he is resigning and why does he justify his decision?  How does the language and tone of this speech compare and contrast with the speech given one year earlier?  How do you think most Americans reacted to both of these speeches?  How might Nixon’s statements in regard to the Watergate scandal have shaped Americans’ trust or lack thereof of their government and government officials?

2.
Take your class to the computer lab or make copies of the National Organization of Women’s “1966 Statement of Purpose.” (Online at http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/democrac/69.htm .)  Read the statement aloud.  Then begin a discussion about the following: Did NOW limit its membership to women?  What does the inclusion of men say about their strategy? What is the primary purpose of NOW?  Do they want to change mainstream society or simply gain equal access to it? Why did they think this movement could succeed in 1966, even though feminists raised many of these goals over a century earlier? How does their movement relate to the civil rights movement for African Americans and other groups?  Forty years after the creation of NOW, how successful do you believe the organization has been in terms of achieving its goals?

3.
Have your students read part or all of the “Impeachment Articles” brought against Richard Nixon by the U.S. House of Representatives on July 15, 1973.  (Primary Source Investigator Document.)  Then, engage them in a discussion about the following:  What are the specific charges in these articles?  Of what crimes does the House of Representatives accuse Nixon?  Who was the intended audience for these articles of impeachment?  How might these articles have influenced public opinion about Richard Nixon?  What language or rhetoric is used in these articles to convince Americans of Nixon’s crimes?  Were you convinced?  Why or why not?   Then, ask students to find the impeachment articles brought against Bill Clinton.  Have them compare and contrast the charges as well as the results of the impeachment proceedings for both presidents.

4.
Have your students work in pairs to read excerpts from the introduction to the “Port Huron Statement,” written by members of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) in 1962.  (See Rebels with a Cause website for an excerpted copy at http://www.sdsrebels.com/port-huron.htm).  Ask them to discuss the following among themselves:  What are the primary grievances expressed in this statement?  How do you think the average American would have responded to this statement?  How do you think most college students would have responded in the early 1960s?    What does the statement tell you about the students who wrote it?  What do the members of SDS hope to accomplish?  Do you share any of the values listed in their statement?  Why or why not?  Do you know of any similar groups of young persons who are disillusioned with American society today and have published their grievances?  If yes, be prepared to share their goals in class.  If not, conduct group research to find such a group and be prepared to discuss its goals with the class.

5.
Have your students work in nine groups, each of which will read the majority opinion of the U.S. Supreme Court on one of the following cases heard in the 1970s and 1980s:  Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971 ( forced busing); New York Times v. United States  (1971( Pentagon Papers); Furman v. Georgia (1972 ( capital punishment); Roe v. Wade (1973 ( abortion); United States v. Richard M. Nixon (1974 ( Watergate); Lau v. Nichols (1974 ( bilingual education); United States v. Wheeler (1978); Bakke v. Board of Regents of California (1978 ( affirmative action); County of Oneida v. Oneida Indian Nation (1985).  Each group must prepare a 3(5 minute statement to deliver in class that includes the following:  the origin of the case; the primary controversy of the case; the court’s decision in the case; the reason for the court’s decision.  After the presentations, bring the students together for a discussion on the following:  What do all of these cases tell you about the “crisis of authority” that occurred in the 1970s?  What decisions do you most support and why?  Least support and why?  Which had the most far-reaching affects into the future?  Which are still controversial today and why?

Creative Extensions.  
1.
Before reading Chapter 32, ask your students to reflect upon the last sentence in Chapter 31, “A decade that began with high hopes and soaring ideals ended with ugly and at times violent division, and deep disillusionment” (p. 848).  Based upon this conclusion and what they learned in Chapter 31, ask them why they think this Chapter 32 is entitled “The Crisis of Authority.”  Whose authority do they think will be questioned and why?  Who will be most disillusioned in the 1970s and why?  Who is most disillusioned in the early 21st century and why?  How do the two different generations compare and contrast in terms of their expectations of and disillusionment with those in authority?
2. After reading Chapter 32, show your students the 1976 film classic, All the President’s Men.   After watching the film, engage your class in the following discussion:  Why do you think that this movie was an immediate success at the box office when it was released in 1976? What did the film add to your understanding of the 1970s and “The Crisis of Authority?” Do you think President Ford did the right thing when he pardoned Nixon?  Do you see any similarities and differences between Nixon’s Watergate scandal and Clinton’s scandal with Monica Lewinsky?  Why do you think Bernstein and Woodward kept Deep Throat’s identity secret for almost 30 years?  Do you think newspaper reporters should keep their sources confidential?  Why or why not?

3.
Stage a classroom debate on any one of the following:

Resolved: 
The youth rebellion brought permanent, positive changes to America.
Resolved:
The War in Vietnam was lost on the nation’s university campuses.

Resolved:
There is no longer a need for a feminist movement in America.

Resolved:
The Watergate scandal was the consequence of Nixon’s personality problems.

Resolved:
Laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual preference should be passed at every level of government.

Resolved:
The Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968 was long overdue.

Resolved:
We must vigorously and immediately address environmental problems, even if scientific proof is not yet available to sustain a diagnosis of the problem.

4.
Give students a research assignment in which they must learn more about a social movement, leader, or issue that is discussed in Chapter 32.  In a 3(5-page paper, they must do the following: 
· Describe this person or movement’s beliefs, goals, strategies, accomplishments, and failures.
· Determine whether or not the person is still alive or the group is in operation.  If so, how have the goals and strategies changed as well as remained the same?  If not, what led to their demise?
· Discuss how and why you agree or disagree with the goals and strategies of the person or group.

· Do you belief the goals of this person or group are still relevant in the early 21st Century?  Why or why not?  

· Is there any social movement that you know about that you might wish to join?  If so, why?  If not, why not?

5.
Have your students write an impromptu essay in class on the following:  In 1976, the United States celebrated its 200th birthday.  In what ways had the nation changed and in what ways had it remained the same?  How do you think the concept of patriotism had changed and remained the same over the years?  
6. Ask students to write a persuasive speech in which they support or refute one of the following statements:

· The Indians of All Tribes were justified in their occupation of Alcatraz.

· Abortion is a woman’s right.

· Journalists must be free to keep their sources confidential.

· President Ford should not have pardoned Richard Nixon.

· The United States experienced a domestic revolution in the 1970s.

· Environmental degradation is the greatest problem of the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

Select the six best speeches (one on each topic) and have the speechwriters dramatically present them to the class.  Then, engage the class in the following discussion:  What do all these speeches have in common? Do they agree with the speeches?  Why or why not? Taken as a whole, what do they tell you about what was happening in the U.S. in the 1970s?  How might the messages in these speeches have changed in the 21st century?

7.
Show your students one or two episodes of, or a wide variety of clips from, All in the Family. (Most seasons are available for rent or purchase in DVD and VHS format.)   Then stimulate a discussion on the following:  Why was this television show so popular in the 1970s?  How and why is it an example of “the crisis of authority” experienced throughout America in the 1970s?  With whom do you think most Americans identified in the 1970s ( Archie, Edith, Mike (Meathead), or Gloria?  Why? Who is your most favorite character and why?  What similar types of television shows that also dealt with the crisis of authority and disillusionment with society were popular in the 1980s, 1990s, and the early 21st century?  How are these shows similar and dissimilar to All in the Family?
8.
Randomly assign your students a research project during which they write a 3(5 page paper about the historical origins, goals, accomplishments, and impediments of a major environmental advocacy organization ( the Wilderness Society, Sierra Club, National Audubon Society, Greenpeace, National Wildlife Federation, Nature Conservancy, National Parks and Conservation Association ( or one of the three major environmental laws of the 1970s ( The Environmental Protection Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Clean Water Act. If there are 27 people in the class, assign three people one of the above to work individually on their research.   On the day the assignment is due, put students into nine groups (one group for each of the nine research topics). In these groups, ask them to discuss what they each discovered about their organization/legislation and prepare a brief statement about its origins, goals, accomplishments, and impediments to present to the class.  After the presentations, ask the students the following:  How are the origins and goals of these organizations/legislation similar and dissimilar?  Collectively, what have they accomplished?  What remains to be accomplished in the 21st century?  What are the biggest impediments to environmental activism in the 21st century?

9.
Assign students to write in their journals in support of the thesis on page 854: “While folk music often expressed the ideals of young people in the 1960s, rock music expressed their desires.”  Afterwards, give them a homework assignment in which they must find at least two folk songs from the 1960s and two rock songs from the1970s that supports this thesis.  In a short paper, have them attach a copy of the lyrics from all four songs and then have them explain how and why these songs reinforce the thesis.  Ask them to bring their favorite song to listen to in class.  Pick several of the songs to play for the class and have a discussion about how they reinforce both the thesis, as well as the title of this chapter, “The Crisis of Authority.”

10. There are several important and interesting documentaries about this period that students could watch:  Rebels with a Cause; The Weather Underground; Berkeley in the Sixties; Incident at Oglala; Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring.  Or you could invite students to watch any of the following movies at home either with their family or with a group of friends from class: Woodstock, Return of the Secaucas Seven, Hair, Easy Rider, Ali, The Rose, The Doors, Gimme Shelter. 
· What does this production tell you about the 1970s and “The Crisis of Authority?”

· Do you think this film was a realistic portrayal of the historical event? Why or why not? Be specific. 

· In your opinion, is this movie of any real use to understanding this period in American history?  Be specific about how and why ( or why not.
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